Archaeology & History in Your Backyard
History of Estancia

Hello Everyone! This is Archaeology and History in Your Backyard and my name is Dixie. X 88.7 FM and the Torrance County Archaeological Society are pleased to bring you a series of programs designed to acquaint you, our listening audience with little known people, places and events that took place in the past, right here in your own backyard. For the most part, we will be covering interesting facts, stories and legends about the past, and people that lived right here in the Estancia Valley and surrounding areas in central New Mexico. Our goal is to inform, educate, and possibly enlist your help in preserving and protecting our past.

Our show today will focus on the History of Estancia.
This program was written by Dixie Boyle and produced by Bill Simms. Thank you for joining us today.

Historically Estancia has been known as a camping spot for those traveling the endless plains of Eastern New Mexico. But it became more than a camping spot when the Santa Fe Central Railroad was built from Santa Fe to Torrance. Because there was plenty of water, the railroad company built a 50,000 gallon elevated tank at the springs and a railroad supply house, repair shops and a roundhouse there. John Kennedy became the first agent.

Owners of the railroad company planted trees in the park in the spring of 1904. Reverend A.M. Harkness got several deer from the game warden to be put into a small park at the springs. 

Everyone was excited about the new town, and the Estancia Valley Development Association was organized in the fall of 1904 with 24 members. In 1907, the Estancia Commercial Club was organized in order to advance the interests of Estancia and improving the town. The period of greatest growth for Estancia seems to have been between the years of 1905 and 1908. Settlers began arriving in the area in droves and soon the new settlement had a post office which was established in 1903 with H.B. Hawkins as postmaster. He was succeeded by Miguel Romero in 1907. A rural route was established in 1924 with John Grassham as carrier. The first election after the incorporation of the town was held on February 23, 1910 and G.H. VanStone was elected as the town’s first mayor. 

Dunlavy Mercantile Company established stores at all the most important railroad stations along the New Mexico Central Railroad—Kennedy, Moriarty, Estancia, Willard and Torrance. The store at Estancia was managed by J.P. Dunlavy until it was sold to the Levi Hughes Mercantile Company in 1905. In the early years, livery stables instead of filling stations provided the means for travel. Estancia had four at an early date. 

The English Manufacturing Company had $14,000 invested in buildings and machinery by 1910. They also had two sawmills in the Manzano Mountains to supply lumber for boxes, crates, finished ceilings, flooring and siding which they made in Estancia. They employed seventy-five men between the businesses and sawmills.

Eugenio Romero also had a planing mill and box factory, with two sawmills in the mountains. He kept a million feet of lumber on hand at all times and shipped several carloads each week. Henry Cox was manger of the lumber yard. The Estancia Savings Bank, the first in Estancia opened for business in June of 1907 with a capital stock of $15,000.  Later, the Farmers & Stockmen Bank was organized in 1917 with a capital stock of $25,000. The first issue of the Estancia News was published in October of 1904.

Several disastrous fires destroyed portions of Estancia during the early years. The first one was in January of 1908 when the jail burned. In August of that same year, a gasoline stove at the bakery exploded, starting a fire which destroyed every building on the east side of Fifth Street, south of the bank. Eight businesses were destroyed and the bank building badly damaged. The buildings were rebuilt with brick. In July of 1909, the building used as a courthouse and four businesses on the west side of Fifth Street burned. In September, the store of L.A. Bond was destroyed by fire.

The Estancia School District was organized in the fall of 1903, while the settlement was still a part of Valencia County. The New Mexico Fuel & Iron Company gave a two-room building to be used as a schoolhouse. Ney Gorman taught the first term. 

In October of 1903 the first sermon was delivered in Estancia. This service was delivered by Reverend A.P. Morrison of the Methodist Church and the service was held in the old News offices. The congregation was composed of two ladies and forty men. 
In 1907 the Estancia Commercial Club was organized for the purpose of advancing the interest of the town. It sponsored the Volunteer Fire Department which was organized in 1922. Mr. J.B. Fish was known as the Father of the Estancia Fire Department and brought the organization to a high degree of efficiency. Unfortunately, Mr. Fish died of heart failure while on a run with the Fire Department. 
The Estancia Public Library opened in January of 1908 in a reading room at the Methodist Church. The reading room at that time was known as the Garnett Public Library in honor of Garnett family who had always been strong supporters of the library. It became the Estancia Public Library when it was turned over to the Estancia Women’s Club. The Library has been located at many sites since its beginnings. It is now housed in a wonderful building and location. 

The first telephone system in Estancia was established by J.M. Tuttle. The lines were built by J.C. Keen, James Walker and H.C. Keen in the summer of 1906. The system was ready for use in January of 1907. This initial system would later be absorbed by the Mountain States Telephone Company. 
The town of Estancia was incorporated on October 4, 1909 at a meeting of the County Commissioners. The Volunteer Fire Department was organized in 1922 and the town had a water system by 1921. 

Estancia appeared on early maps long before it became an early settlement. It is a Spanish word translating to large estate, cattle ranch or resting place and has always been identified with the spring there. The Plains tribes used the area and would often stop at the spring for several days to a week and rest – where water and grass were plentiful. 
Estancia remains a pleasant location to stop and explore the history. The town remains the county seat of Torrance County and has a population between 1200 and 1500 residents. 

This has been Archaeology and History in Your Backyard, a series that will take you through our area’s history in future episodes.

The Torrance County Archaeological Society meets at 7 PM the first Tuesday of every month from March through November. We meet at the East Torrance Soil and Water Education Building at 700 S. 10th Street in Estancia. Please come and join us.

KXNM Archives are all locally produced as MP3 Audio Files. So, you can listen to all of the Archaeology and History shows whenever you choose. Just visit our web site at KXNM.org. Talk to you later! 
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